
Gastroenterolog is the journal of the Slovenian 
Association of Gastroenterology and Hepatology 
and has been published regularly since 1997. Since 
2014, the journal has been externally peer reviewed, 
and since 2024 it has been published three times a 
year under the title Slovenian Journal of Gastroen-
terology/Gastroenterolog. In this and the upcoming 
issues, the editorial board places special emphasis 
on clinical pathways for the management of patients 
with gastrointestinal diseases. 

Clinical pathways are structured, evidence-based 
healthcare plans that enable standardization of pro-
cedures, improve treatment outcomes, and contri-
bute to more efficient use of healthcare resources. 
The present issue features clinical pathways for the 
management of patients with acute liver failure, 
portal hypertension, liver transplantation, cholan-
giocarcinoma, gastric cancer, incidental liver 
lesions, neuroendocrine tumors, as well as guideli-
nes for referrals to the gastro-oncology clinic and 
for abdominal ultrasound examinations. 

Special attention is given to iron deficiency anemia 
in patients with chronic inflammatory bowel 
disease, which represents the most common syste-
mic complication in this population. Recommenda-
tions for treatment with intravenous iron prepara-
tions are presented, including the management of 
hypophosphatemia, a clinically important but often 
overlooked complication. Individualized selection 

of iron formulations, monitoring of phosphate 
levels, and timely adjustment of therapy are essen-
tial to prevent long-term complications. 

Contemporary approaches to the assessment of 
hemostasis in patients with advanced liver disease 
are also discussed. The limited usefulness of classi-
cal screening tests is emphasized, along with the 
importance of clinical judgment and global hemo-
stasis assays. In the setting of planned invasive pro-
cedures, thrombopoietin receptor agonists are pre-
sented as a safe and effective alternative to platelet 
transfusion. 

This issue also presents a clinical case of a patient 
with metastatic pancreatic cancer in whom endos-
copic ultrasound-guided choledochoduodenostomy 
and gastroenterostomy were successfully performed, 
underscoring the importance of advanced endosco-
pic techniques in the palliative management of 
such patients. 
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Editor 
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